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socialistic doctrine that a man has a natural right to
whatever he needs, and that the measure of his claims
is the wishes which he wants fulfilled. If, then, he
has a need, who is bound to satisfy it for him? Who
holds the obligation corresponding to his right? It
must be the one who possesses what will satisfy that
need, or else the state which can take the possession
from those who have earned and saved it, and give it
to him who needs it and who, by the hypothesis, has
not earned and saved it.
It is with the next step, however, that we come to
the complete and ruinous absurdity of this view. If a
man may demand from those who have a share of
what he needs and has not, may he demand the same
also for his wife and for his children, and for how many
children? The industrious and prudent man who takes
the course of labor and self-denial to secure capital,
finds that he must defer marriage, both in order to save
and to devote his life to the education of fewer children.
The man who can claim a share in another's product has
no such restraint. The consequence would be that the
industrious and prudent would labor and save, with-
out families, to support the idle and improvident who
would increase and multiply, until universal destitution
forced a return to the principles of liberty and property;
and the man who started with the notion that the world
owed him a living would once more find, as he does
now, that the world pays him its debt in the state
prison.
The most specious application of the dogma of rights
is to labor. It is said that every man has a right to
work. The world is full of work to be done. Those
who are willing to work find that they have three days'
work to do in every day that comes. Work is the